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THE HU(JNTERIAN ORATION AT THE ROYAL
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

JOHN HUNTER was born on February 14th, 1728, and died on
October 16th, 1793. The present year is thus the centenary of
the death of John Hunter, and last Tuesday was the 165th
anniversary of his birth. The occasion was commemorated
by the delivery of the Hunterian Oration by the President of
the College, and among the auditors was His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales, who was accompanied by the Duke of
York.
The lecture was divided into three parts: the first dealt

with the character of Hunter; the second with Hunter as a
biologist; the third with Hunter as a surgeon.

THE CHARACTER OF HUNTER.
Mr. BRYANT said that it was unquestionable that every good

surgeon since his age had belonged to the school of Hunter'
for, as Dr. Billings had well said, the Hunterian era of sur-
gery was the starting-point of modern surgery. Hunter pos-
sessed a.natural fitness for the study of living things, and as
soon as his attention began to be given to surgery he per-
ceived that comparative anatomy and physiology must be re-
garded as studies necessarily preliminary to the study of dis-
ease. In the words of Sir Richard Owen, "his labour not
only established a body of physiological doctrines, to the
happy influence of which every cultivator of the healing
science now bears grateful testimony, but they deserve to be
viewed in the light of a first attempt to arrange in one con-
catenated system the diversified facts in comparative ana-
tomy." To accuracy of observation Hunter added powers as
a thinker and reasoner of the highest order; he dreaded to
form "habits of established modes of thinking;" he pos-
sessed to an equally high degree imagination and intellectual
foresight.

HUNTER AS AN EXPERIMENTBR.
Hunter fully perceived the value of the experimental me-

thod; he was a model experimenter. He never made an ex-
periment without a definite object, either to illustrate an
idea, prove a fact, clear up a doubt, or enable him to grasp a
truth which he could not prove, and although he made every
investigation that he could the subject of experiments, each
one was preceded by deep reflection. But he had himself
made the observation that, " in pursuing any subject, most
things come to light as it were by accident, that is, many
things arise out of investigation that were not at first con-
ceived, and even misfortunes in experiments have brought
things to our knowledge that were not, and probably could
not, have been previously conceived."

HUNTER AS A BIOLOGIST.
Hunter had himself confessed that " vital operations were

always his favourite study and amusement," but he sub-
ordinated their study to the main business of his life, which
was the improvement of surgery by the elucidation of path-
ology. He perceived further, that in order to understand in
man the structure and function of organs it was necessary to
examine the structure and vital processes of identical organs
throughout the whole animal kingdom. The problem of the
nature of life interested him deeply. " Life," he wrote, " is a
power superadded to matter, and is a property we do not
understand; we can only see the necessary steps to it."
Hunter had also recognised the truth that a single plan or
type existed in animated Nature, and held that the lower
animals represented permanently successive stages through
which the higher animals passed until they attained their
full and perfect development.

HUNTER AS A SURGEON.
To Hunter, more than to any man, surgery owed the recog-

nition "of Nature's resources in the cure of disease.' He
perceivedtat repair and inflammation are not identical, but
incompatible; that repair is a constructive process, and re-
sembles closely development and growth. He had failed to
make this clear in his teaching, because he had not the
advantage of knowing the true cause of inflammation as it had
been laid bare to surgeons of the present day by the work of
Pasteur and Lister. How near he came to the truth was
shown by such a statement as that " air will be injurious to

man and animals by its containing specific particles of con-
tagion." Finally he arrived at the great generalisation that,
" in the treatment of wounds, in order to facilitate the natural
process of healing. little is to be done except removing im-
pediments to the natural cure." In practical surgery, beyond
the improved treatment of aneurysm, which was well known
as being due to him, there were other advances for which he
had not obtained the credit he deserved. He held that,
" unless the whole of the diseased part can be removed, the
operation for cancer will avail but little. This always should
be kept in view. An inattention to these circumstances has,
in my opinion, brought the operation into disgrace and
causid people to suppose the disease to be a constitutional
one." Again, he taught that " varicose veins should be dis-
sected out where this can conveniently be done." As to
hydrophobia, he pointed out that " mad dogs are chiefly in
England," and suggested that by a system of quarantine the
scourge might be checked.
Mr. Bryant concluded by saying that the good seed sown by

Hunter had already yielded a harvest which was unrivalled;
it would be fruitful in the future, and, even if it were choked
for a time, it would spring up again with renewed vigour, for
it possessbd a germinal principle of life which guaranteed
vitality.

THE NOTTINGHAM MEETING, 1892.
WE are informed by Dr. W. A Carline, the Treasurer of the
Nottingham meeting for 1892, that the Treasurer's account
for the meeting is now closed, with the satisfactory result that
8s. 4d. in the pound has been returned to subscribers to the
reception fund, and that a final balance of £50 has been dis-
posed of as follows: The British Medical Benevolent Fund,
£40; the Lincolnshire Medical Benevolent Society, £10. The
following is the general summary of the account:

GENERAL SUMMARY.
2 S. d. £ s. d.

From Midland Branch 200 0 0 General and Reception
172. Subscribers... 746 4 0 Expenses ... ... ... 27218 8

Advertisements in Local Printing Committee ... 62 18 0-
Guide .. ... ... 48 7 6 Museum ,, ... ... 140 16 6

Rent of Space in Museum 298 0 0 Garden Party ,... 199 9 5
Advertisements in Mu- Excursions . . 322 18 2
seum Catalogue... ... 169 . 0 Conver8azione .. 277 12 0

Sale of Excursion Tickets 287 8 0 Dinner ... 322 8 2
Dinner Tickets ... 203 1 0 Commission on Dublin
surplusStationery e)*5 0 Cheque, July 8th ... 0 0 6e

Interest ... ... 5 9 1 8s. 4d. in.£ returned to
Subscribers .. 310 18 2

Donations to Benevolent
Societies ... ... ... ,50 0 0

£1.959 19 7 £1,959 19 7

February 8th, 1893.

THE CHOLERA EPIDEMVIC.
RUSSIA.

Portugal has declared all Russian ports to be infected with ct olera.
since January 26th, a result probably of suspected concealment of facts
as to the prevalence of that disease in one and another place. Official
returns state that in the town of Moscow, with its population of 753,469
persons, there were 1,283 cases of cholera from July of last year to Jan-
uary of this year, the deaths being 711, and the normal mortality rate
but very slightly affected. The fatalities were 35 per cent. of the attacks,
and the deaths among males were three to each female attacked.

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.
A telegram from Constantinople under date February 9th announces

that, owing to increase of cases of cholera at Buda Pesth, a quarantine
of observation lasting forty hours has been reimposed on arrivals by land
at Mustapha Pacha Station.

GERMANY.
But little has to be recorded of cholera in Germany last week. One

case occurred at Hamburg on February 1st; at Altoina 3 cases and 1 death
on the 4th, and other 3 cases duiing the two succeeding days. At Niet-
leben Asylum 2 deaths on January 30th, and 2 cases and 1 death on Feb-
ruary 7th seem to have ended the prevalence in the institution. At
Wettin there was 1 case on January 30th, and 2 cases and 1 death at
Krollwitz on the last day of the month.

FRANCE.
A serious outbreak, of a nature no lohger denied to be choleraic, has

visited Marseilles during the present month. From the 3rd to the 6th,
some 50 deaths took place, followed by 12 on the 7th, and by 30 additional
fatal cases from the gth to the 12th. One case Is also reported from the
suburb of Valette on the loth. The disease prevails chiefly amongst the
poorer inhabitants of the thickly-populated quarters of the town. Spain
is imposing a rigorous quarantine on the port and other Mediterranean
ports of France; Greece imposes five days; the Scandinavian Consul
declines to give clean bills of health; and4ibraltar subjects vesscls from
Marseilles to ten days' quarantine.


